YUNNAN

more promising agent amongst other local merchants. Our
plan was in future to lay down our own stocks in Chaotung,
instead of letting the dealer send for them all the way to
Yunnanfu when he had disposed of the last lot and found a
good way to remit his money. "When he began to realise how
much this would help him in opposition to other local mer-
chants who were buying from the Yunnanfu local market, he
began to show signs of life at last, and finally agreed to make
the expenditure on developing his premises that we demanded.
When I returned, tired and discouraged, to the hotel the
first evening, I was surprised to find the courtyard crowded
with young men. They were dressed in rags, but from an
occasional military touch in their garb, here a rotted bandolier,
there an odd puttee, I deduced that they were soldiers. I then
noted that they were tied together, by wrist and ankle, with
string, the sort of token bonds with which newly arrested
prisoners in China are usually secured when they are marched
through the streets. I was told they were new recruits,
impressed in the remote villages of Yunnan, now concentrated
at Chaotung ready to be sent down, fourteen days' journey, to
a training establishment near the Kweichow border. They
were no more than boys, most of them, and their mothers
would have wept to see their pitiful condition of misery and
cold. Later they were taken upstairs, to sleep if they could on
the narrow gallery over the courtyard or the landing outside
my room and Liu's, which were the only two. There were
seventy of them, in strings often, and there was not much room
to move, even if they had not huddled together for warmth ;
they were packed so close round my partition that, although
the temperature was at freezing point, their warmth so com-
municated itself to me that I could sleep without a blanket.
At night their groans and curses and, for all I know, prayers
mingled into a dreadful, bestial hubbub, as if some poor
animals, less human than monkeys, were corralled together for
slaughter. Sanitation of course was non-existent, and the bonds
were not loosed. Before retiring I saw one detached and laid
on a few handfuls of straw on the cobbled courtyard under the
frosty stars. They said he had been brought seven days' march
with very little food, and was ill from exposure. The second
night another died., and was discovered in the morning still tied
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